
  

 

RED BULL GRAND PRIX OF SPAIN - PREVIEW  www.ajo.fi  
   

  

 

 

 
  

Red Bull KTM Ajo travel to Jerez for 
first European race of the year 

Niccolo Antonelli and Bo Bendsneyder face the Red Bull Spanish GP hungry for 
good results. 

 

  
 

05/03/2017 - Jerez Circuit, Spain 

The Red Bull KTM Ajo team head to Jerez Circuit this weekend, for the fourth event of the Moto3 season 

-the first in Europe. Niccolo Antonelli and Bo Bendsneyder have already been able to ride at the 

Andalusian track this year, in two tests -one official and one private- that they concluded with very 

positive feelings. After three difficult rounds so far this season, both face the Red Bull Spanish GP with 

the ambition of obtaining a good result. 

The two preseason runouts at Jerez with his KTM were important for Niccolo Antonelli, as he continued 

learning about his new bike. The Italian rider had an unfortunate race at the Spanish track in 2016, as a 
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mechanical problem on the grid forced him to start from pitlane and he was unable to complete the 

contest. In 2012 he took his best result there in Moto3, finishing 8th. 

Bo Bendsneyder has fond memories of Jerez, after winning there in both Red Bull Rookies Cup races in 

2015. During preseason testing he was one of the most solid riders on the Moto3 grid, and wants to 

regain this good feeling after an unlucky start to the year. In 2016, the Dutchman finished 21st in his first 

World Championship round at the Andalusian track. 

Last year’s Red Bull Spanish GP saw an historic first victory for Brad Binder in the Moto3 World 

Championship. The South African made an incredible comeback from last position (starting 35th), to win 

the race at Jerez and set up his eventual title triumph. 

This Sunday’s Moto3 race will be held at the regular European time slot of 11am local time. 

  

Circuit information - Jerez 

Length: 4.423 m / 2.748 miles 

Width: 11 metres 

Left corners: 5 

Right corners: 8 

Longest straight: 607 m / 0.377 miles 

Constructed: 1986 

Modified: 2002 

  
 

  

 

23 NICCOLO ANTONELLI  

 
"The goal for this Grand Prix is to work well from 

Friday’s practice sessions and have a good race 

on Sunday. We already have references and data 

for the bike at this circuit, so I hope they serve us 

well. If we do a good job on Friday and Saturday, 

this will allow us to attack and be strong in the 

race. Jerez is not one of my favourite tracks, but 

I'm hoping to change that dynamic this weekend 

and get a good result." 

 
 

 

  



64 BO BENDSNEYDER 

 
"I'm looking forward to this weekend in Jerez. We 

did a lot of testing here during the winter and we 

usually get a good setup at this circuit. As always, 

we will work very hard, we will fight for a good 

position and after that we will see what happens. 

We're going to fight to do our best over the 

weekend and complete a good race; we deserve 

it." 

 
 

  

  
  

 
 

More information: 

Pol Bertran 

Phone: +34 639 580 423 

press@ajo.fi 
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Oliveira and Cardus start run of 
European races at Jerez 

Red Bull KTM Ajo Moto2 riders start race in Europe for the first time this season at 
the Red Bull Spanish Grand Prix, with the aim of further developing their KTM and 
achieving great results. 

 

 
 

05/03/2017 - Jerez Circuit, Spain 

After three successful races for the Red Bull KTM Ajo team –including their first podium in Moto2– the 

World Championship arrives in Jerez, Spain, this weekend. The first European round on the calendar, 

the Red Bull Spanish GP is effectively a home race for Miguel Oliveira due to the proximity of Jerez to 

Portugal. Ricky Cardus, a native Spaniard, contests his home round standing in for the injured Brad 

Binder for the second race in a row. 

Oliveira has enjoyed success at Jerez Circuit in previous seasons. It was there that he achieved his first 
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podium with the Red Bull KTM Ajo team in Moto3 (2015), placing second in what is also his best result 

at the Andalusian track to date. Last season, in Moto2, the Portuguese rider did not finish the race. After 

three rounds this year and good results on his KTM Moto2 bike, Oliveira heads to Jerez with the 

motivation to perform well at what is the closest race to a home GP on the calendar: Many fans will 

make the short trip from Portugal to cheer him on this weekend.  Preseason testing at the track will allow 

him to be able to start Friday with setup ideas already in mind. 

For the second consecutive event, Ricky Cardus will replace Brad Binder as the South African recovers 

from surgery to his left forearm. The Spanish rider performed well onboard his KTM at Austin, where he 

finished 14th –collecting 2 points– and was among the Top 10 during most of the previous practice 

sessions. At the Red Bull Spanish Grand Prix, with the fans behind him, Cardus will try for another good 

showing. His best finish in the intermediate class at Jerez is a 13th place in 2014. 

The Moto2 World Championship race will be held on Sunday, May 7th, at 12:20pm local time. 

  

 
 

  

 

44 MIGUEL OLIVEIRA 

 
"After getting sixth position in Austin, we arrive at 

Jerez wanting to do better. The tests there in 

preseason were pretty good, and I think we have a 

good chance to get back into the Top 5 and 

continue working in a positive way. The team are 

very motivated to do better, and so am I. Jerez is a 

circuit that suits my style quite well, especially with 

the KTM. I am very motivated to race in front of all 

the Portuguese fans that are going to make the trip 

to the circuit to accompany me at this Grand Prix. I 

think we can do well and achieve a good result." 

 
 

 

  



88 RICKY CARDUS 

 
"We come into this weekend with the idea of 

improving the base we established at Austin, 

where we had a good showing both in practice and 

qualifying. My aim is to be able to qualify a bit 

higher up; we will work hard on our pace with more 

of a focus on the race, in order to take a step 

forward with respect to the Red Bull GP of The 

Americas. We must focus on trying things out from 

the opening day, gaining experience and riding 

with the KTM to be able to be higher up on the 

grid. I will treat this like a home Grand Prix, as I 

want to make the most of this second opportunity 

to enjoy this great team, this great factory, bike and 

crew. My goal is to be more competitive and gain 

experience with this great team." 

 
 

 

 

  
  

 
 

More information: 

Pol Bertran 

Phone: +34 639 580 423 

press@ajo.fi 

 
 

 

 


