
   

 

  

Host Poland fights back to claim Speedway gold 

The FIM is very proud to have been invited to bring Speedway to the World Games after 32 
years. It was a great opportunity to showcase this discipline which is so popular in Poland. FIM 
President Vito Ippolito opened the FIM Speedway World Games in the presence of Jaroslaw 
Stawiarski, Deputy Minister of Sport, Andrzej Witkowski, FIM Vice President and PZM President, 
and Rafal Dutkiewicz, Mayor of the City of Wroclaw, in front of some 13,000 enthusiastic 
spectators. 

 

Maciej Janowski & Bartosz Zmarzlik celebrating - Photo © High Speed Photographi  
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Poland emerged as winners of the gold medal ahead of Australia and Sweden but their victory was no walk in 
the park, as they fought back from possible elimination to qualify for the Final.  

The Australians made the running during the elimination heats with top-scorer Jason Doyle securing 15 points. 
An off-form Chris Holder was replaced by World Under 21 champion Max Fricke whose impressive 7 points from 
three rides secured their automatic seeding to the Final.  Poland, who had led from the early stages, faltered 

as both Zmarzlik and Janowski picked up last places and the Polish captain suffered a disqualification for 
crossing the inner edge in vital Heat 21. They needed a tense Race-Off with Sweden to clinch the other place 
and, despite a heroic ride from Antonio Lindback who came from behind to overtake both Poles, the Swedes 
had to settle for third.  

The Polish pair made no mistake in the Final, jetting away from the start and clamping down the Australians 
on the first bend to seal a memorable victory, cheered on by the Olympic Stadium crowd. 

Fourth place was claimed by a jubilant German pair with Kai Huckenbeck and Erik Riss scoring 17 points ahead 
of Russia’s 16. A disappointing 15 from the Danish team relegated them to sixth place ahead of Great Britain 

in seventh. 

 

Final Scores: 1. Poland 31 (Zmarzlik 20, Janowski 10, Dudek 1); 2. Australia 25 (Doyle 15, Fricke 8, 
Holder 2); 3. Sweden 23 (Lindback 12, Lindgren 11); 4. Germany 17 (Huckenbeck 12, Riss 5); 5. Russia 16 

(Sayfutdinov 8, Kudriashov 5, Kulakov 3); 6. Denmark 15 (Bjerre 6, Jensen 6, Iversen 3); 7. Great Britain 
11 (Worrall 9, King 2, Lambert 0). 

 

 

2017 FIM Speedway World Games Podium - Photo credit High Speed Photographi 
  
After the event, Vito Ippolito FIM President declared: “The FIM is very proud to have had the opportunity to 
participate in these Games with one of its most spectacular competitions. Speedway’s inclusion in the World 
Games was an undoubted success for the organisers, bringing Wroclaw’s sporting festival to a fitting 

conclusion with a victory for the home team in front of a record number of spectators.” 
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The Closing Ceremony took place on the fully packed World Games Plaza in Wroclaw on Sunday 
evening. IWGA President José Perurena praised Wroclaw before officially closing the Games: “Now 
more than three thousand ‘athlete-ambassadors’ are returning home to five continents. There, 
they will speak of the great hospitality and friendship they received in Wroclaw.” 

The World Games flag has been handed over to the next organisers. The athletes and fans will now 

embark on the journey of four years that will lead to the 2021 World Games in Birmingham, 
Alabama in the American South. 

 

 

  
The World Games 2017 sold more than 160,000 

tickets and could be watched worldwide on TV and 
on the Olympic Channel.  

  
3251 athletes from a record 111 countries took 

part in the Games and enjoyed the top-class 
venues and the hospitality of the organisers  

 

#TWG2017 #Poland #Sports #IOC #IWGA #FIMSpeedway #FIM 
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ABOUT THE FIM (www.fim-live.com)  

The FIM (Federation Internationale de Motocyclisme) founded in 1904, is the governing body for motorcycle sport and the global advocate for 
motorcycling. The FIM is an independent association formed by 113 National Federations throughout the world. It is recognised as the sole 
competent authority in motorcycle sport by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).  

Among its 50 FIM World Championships the main events are MotoGP, Superbike, Endurance, Motocross, Supercross, Trial, Enduro, Cross-
Country Rallies and Speedway. Furthermore, the FIM is also active and involved in the following areas: public affairs, road safety, touring and 
protection of the environment. The FIM was the first international sports federation to impose an Environmental Code in 1994. 
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