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Bendsneyder and Antonelli get back 
in action in Valencia 

Bendsneyder sets fastest lap of two days of testing in Valencia, whilst Antonelli 
takes big steps forward in his adaptation to the KTM machine. 

 

    
 

02/09/2017 - Ricardo Tormo Circuit, Spain 

The current Moto3 Team World Champions returned to action this week at the Ricardo Tormo Circuit in 

Valencia, where they completed their most recent preseason test last November. Bo Bendsneyder and 

Niccolo Antonelli were satisfied with their work, with the Dutchman being the fastest of all the 

participants in the test with a 1:39.756 lap. 

The pair had a difficult first day on Wednesday, with high winds and poor track conditions in the early 

hours of the test. Despite this, they completed 43 and 42 laps, respectively. With much more favourable 
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weather on Thursday, both Red Bull KTM Ajo riders improved their times on Day 2. Antonelli  -64 laps- 

was very happy with the behaviour of the bike, which he rode despite not being one hundred percent fit 

yet. Over the course of 74 laps, Bendsnedyer had a good feeling that is positive for the coming season, 

and on his final run clocked the fastest time of the test. 

Content with their first contact of the year with the new KTM bike, the young pair of riders will be putting 

in further laps at the end of the month at the Jerez Circuit. 

  

  

Aki Ajo - Team Manager 

"I'm glad to be back at work and getting out on track again. We have been lucky with the weather; here 

in Valencia you never know what the weather is going to do in February. Yesterday it was very windy, 

but it was not bad conditions to start off the year. We had begun our testing with the new riders and the 

new bike in November, so we weren’t starting from scratch. Today, on the second day, there was much 

less wind. I am very satisfied with how we’ve started 2017; we’ve put a lot of kilometres in and got a lot 

of useful information for the next test at Jerez." 

  

#23 Niccolo Antonelli 

"The test was good, but in the end we weren’t able to set a fast time. The most positive thing is that we 

have been able to try out many things, and this will work out very well for us. I’ve worked hard but it is 

still not enough, because my shoulder is not at 100%; we will see how it evolves ahead of the start of the 

season. The bike from now and that from November are very similar; things have changed as we have 

been testing things and introducing modifications. The KTM is a very good bike, but I still have to work 

more to understand it better." 

  

#64 Bo Bendsneyder 

"The test went well. We had already tested the new bike in the test last year, so we were a little more 

prepared. The feeling is very good with this bike; the chassis allows for a smoother riding style and I 

think it suits my way of riding a bit more. I like it very much. We tried many things today and at the end of 

the day we had some problems that we were able to solve. We have set quite good times, so I’m happy. 

In the afternoon, as the temperature lowered, we tried to set a fast lap time but it was getting harder 

every time, even with new tyres. However, the pace was very good." 
 

  
  

 

 

More information: 

Pol Bertran 

Phone: +34 639 580 423 



press@ajo.fi 
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Oliveira strong at Valencia test in teammate 
Binder’s absence  

Red Bull KTM Ajo rider sets fastest Moto2 time of the first two days of action in 2017. Brad 

Binder, recovering from an injury to his left arm, is unable to participate. 
 

02/09/2017 - Ricardo Tormo Circuit, Spain 

After a two month break, the Ricardo Tormo Circuit in Valencia welcomed the new Red Bull KTM Ajo 

Moto2 project for testing this week. Miguel Oliveira was the only one of the two riders back onboard his 

KTM, however, since reigning Moto3 World Champion Brad Binder remains sidelined with an injury in 

his left arm. He was replaced for the two-day test by Ricky Cardus. Oliveira was the fastest rider on both 

Wednesday and Thursday. 

Strong gusts of wind and a poor track surface early in the day made it a difficult return to work for the 

intermediate class riders in Valencia. Oliveira, who set a 1:37.162 top time on Wednesday, was able to 
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make the most of more favourable conditions on Thursday to lower his best lap to 1:35.887. Rather than 

focusing on hot laps, the Portuguese was looking to regain his feel for the bike and try out new setups. 

He put in a total of 129 laps over the course of the test. 

Binder will again undergo a medical examination in two weeks’ time, in order to assess whether he will 

be fit to join Oliveira for testing at the Jerez Circuit later this month. 

  

  

Aki Ajo - Team Manager 

"It was a shame that Brad [Binder] couldn’t be here, after injuring his hand and undergoing two 

operations. The goal is for him to be back in time for the Jerez test. Once again, Miguel [Oliveira] has 

demonstrated his professionalism, gathering a lot of useful data during these two days in Valencia with 

the new KTM Moto2 bike." 

  

#44 Miguel Oliveira 

"We’ve had two days of hard work and a lot of laps, especially today because the temperature was ideal 

for riding and there was much less wind than yesterday. We did a very good job and were able to test a 

lot of things, focusing on improving the rear of the bike. We didn’t look for a fast lap and instead did 

some race preparation with used tyres. The setting for the shock has changed, although this was 

something we had already taken into account. At Jerez, a very different circuit to this one, we will be 

able to try softer tyres and continue working on the rear. We already have many ideas in mind for what 

we want to test there." 
 

 
More information: 
Pol Bertran 
Phone: +34 639 580 423 
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